EQUIP CLASS-9:30
         Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans
BIBLICAL BASICS FOR MENTORING

TOWARD A CHANGED LIFE

Section Two: Biblical Application for Life-Change
3. “Handling Relation Reconciliation”

Scripture: Matthew 18: 15-32; Ephesians 4:30 -32
Outline

Introduction
Years ago I read this little poem that expresses the feelings of many Christians:
“To dwell above with the saints we love…
Oh, that will be glory

But to live below with the saints we know…
Well, that’s another story

It doesn’t take long in our life as Christians to realize that just because people become Christians doesn’t automatically mean that everyone gets along and no one gets angry, has conflicts and breaks relationships.  No, unity within the body and wholesome relationships must be intentionally worked on. In fact, we’re commanded to do so.  (John 13:34, 35; Matt. 18: 15-17).  But forgiving those who hurt, abused, offended and deeply wounded us is difficult to do.  And yet, those who genuinely forgive others in the power of Christ discover that forgiving is an opportunity for injured people to heal their own wounds.  They discover that forgiving is something that happens inside the injured person’s mind, and that sometimes the person they forgive never hears about it… that if we wait to forgive people until they say they are sorry, we make ourselves hostages to the very person who wronged us to begin with.  Further they discover that forgiving does not turn us into doormats, instead when we forgive, we set a prisoner free and then discover that the prisoner we set free was us!  

In a way, forgiving makes up for what God could not do and what he could not give us when He made us.  What he could not give us was the power to redo the past; He could not invent a delete button for the bad things that happen to us.  All he could give us was His grace in Jesus who paid the penalty for all sin; but He also gave us the power of memory. Our memories can be a blessing and a curse.  It’s a curse when the memory of our wounds infest our thoughts and make us sick and our inability to forgive and forget takes away the joy of living.  But our memories become a blessing when we remember the grace and forgiveness that God through Jesus bestowed up on us.  Suddenly we discover that the only way to get over the misery of resentment for remembered wounds is to forgive the people who did them—even as Christ forgave us.
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